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Program
El Abejorro

Radiance (2007) for Ming Ming

Allegro from BWV 998

Capricho de Goya no.18

“El Sueño de la Razon Produce Monstruos”

(The Sleep of Reason Produces Monsters)

Una Limosna por el Amor de Dios

(Alms for the Love of God)

Emilio Pujol

(1886 - 1980) 

David McMullin

(b. 1971)

Johann Sebastian Bach

(1685 – 1750) 

Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco

(1895 – 1968)

Agustín Barrios

(1885 – 1944)

Questions to think about:

1.) How do the titles of the pieces relate to your experiences of the music?

2.) What are some of the images or ideas that you get when listening?

3.) Why would a composer write music that evokes images?

4.) How is this music different from what you listen to? What is music expressing?

Notes on the Program

by Steve Lin

 In 2007 I had the pleasure of working with David McMullin, a Boston-based 

composer. Of Radiance, McMullin says: “Radiance is dedicated to my wife, MingMing, 

or “brightness,” and she is indeed my inspiration and guiding light.”

  As far as we know, Johann Sebastian Bach did not play 

the lute, but he owed a lautenwerke—an instrument of his own 

creation, which was a harpsichord strung with gut strings, so 

that it could imitate the sound of a lute. Prelude, Fugue and 

Allegro BWV 998, was likely composed for the lautenwerke, but 

guitar.

though not a guitarist himself. One of his most monumental 

works, Caprichos de Goya, is a set of twenty-four compositions, after the Spanish 

painter, Francisco de Goya. The eighteenth Capricho in particular is inspired by the 

etching, “El Sueño de la Razon Produce Monstruos”. It shows an artist asleep at his 

everything that the Age of Enlightenment stood against – ignorance, corruption, evil, 

minor; he uses variations that build in intensity, dissonance, and dynamics, as if 

depicting the monsters that roam free as the watchful eye of reason sleeps. However, 

artist rises from his rest to reinstate reason and truth.

 The music of Agustín Barrios is a fusion of rustic Latin 

American folk and a learned European style. Una Limosna 

por el Amor de Dios
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